












Children's Positive Social Development by Frequency of Religious Attendance: 
U.S. Children Aged 6 -17, 2003 
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Source: National Survey of Children’s Health (NSCH)

This chart shows the relationship between frequency of religious attendance
and children’s positive social development.

According to parent reports, children who worship at least weekly are more
likely to exhibit positive social behavior, including showing respect for
teachers and neighbors, getting along with other children, understanding
other people’s feelings, and trying to resolve conflicts with classmates, family,
or friends.



Children's Positive Social Development by Family Structure:
U.S. Children Aged 6 -17, 2003
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Source: National Survey of Children’s Health (NSCH)

This chart illustrates the correlation between family structure and children’s
positive social development.

According to parent reports, children who live with both biological parents or
two adoptive parents are more likely to exhibit positive social behavior,
including showing respect for teachers and neighbors, getting along with
other children, understanding other people’s feelings, and trying to resolve
conflicts with classmates, family, or friends.
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Source: National Survey of Children's Health (NSCH)

Religious Attendance and Family Structure Combined

This chart shows the relationship between religious attendance, family
structure, and children’s positive social development.

According to parent reports, children from intact families who worship
frequently are more likely to exhibit positive social behavior, including
showing respect for teachers and neighbors, getting along with other children,
understanding other people’s feelings, and trying to resolve conflicts with
classmates, family, or friends.



Parental Concerns about Children's Achievement by 
Frequency of Religious Attendance: U.S. Children Aged 6 -17, 2003 
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Source: National Survey of Children’s Health (NSCH)

This chart illustrates the correlation between frequency of children’s religious
attendance and parental concerns about children’s achievement.

Children who worship at least monthly are less likely to have parents
concerned about their children’s achievement than children who worship less
frequently.



Parental Concerns about Children's Achievement by Family Structu re:
U.S. Children Aged 6 -17, 2003
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Source: National Survey of Children’s Health (NSCH)

This chart shows the relationship between family structure and parental
concerns about children’s achievement.

Children who live with both biological parents or two adoptive parents are
least likely to have parents who are concerned about their children’s
achievement.
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Religious Attendance and Family Structure Combined

Source: National Survey of Children's Health (NSCH)

49.5

This chart examines the correlation between religious attendance, family
structure, and parental concerns about children’s achievement.

Children from intact families who worship frequently are least likely to have
parents concerned about their children’s achievement.



Parenting Stress by Frequency of Religious Attendance: 
U.S. Children Aged 6 -17, 2003 
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Source: National Survey of Children’s Health (NSCH)

This chart shows the relationship between frequency of children’s religious
attendance and parenting stress.

Parents of children who worship at least weekly have the lowest parenting
stress levels.



Parenting Stress by Family Structure:
U.S. Children Aged 6 -17, 2003
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Source: National Survey of Children’s Health (NSCH)

This chart examines the correlation between children’s family structure and
parenting stress.

Children living with both biological parents or two adoptive parents have
parents with the lowest parenting stress levels.
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This chart shows the relationship between religious attendance, family
structure, and parenting stress.

Children from intact families who worship frequently have parents with the
lowest parenting stress levels.



Quality of Parent -Child Relationship by Frequency of Religious Attendance: 
U.S. Children Aged 6 -17, 2003 
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Source: National Survey of Children’s Health (NSCH)

This chart examines the correlation between children’s frequency of religious
attendance and the quality of the relationship with their parents.

Children who worship at least weekly are more likely to have a high-quality
relationship with their parents.



Quality of Parent -Child Relationship by Family Structure:
U.S. Children Aged 6 -17, 2003
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Source: National Survey of Children’s Health (NSCH)

This chart shows the relationship between children’s family structure and the
quality of the relationship with their parents.

Children who live with both biological parents or two adoptive parents are
most likely to have a high-quality relationship with their parents.
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Religious Attendance and Family Structure Combined

Source: National Survey of Children's Health (NSCH)

This chart examines the correlation between children’s religious attendance,
family structure, and the quality of the relationship with their parents.

Children from intact families who worship frequently are most likely to have a
high-quality relationship with their parents.



Table A: National Demographics of Family Structure and Religious Attendance for
Families of Children Aged 6-17, 2003

Source: National Survey of Children’s Health (NSCH)

Religious  Numbers of Children    

Attendance  Family Structure    

      

Child attends: 2 bio/adoptive parents 2 parent stepfamily Single mother Other All family

>Weekly 17,727,649 2,842,177 6,714,406 1,349,616 28,633,848

>Monthly 4,317,854 1,117,312 2,302,452 483,206 8,220,824

<Monthly 1,888,771 419,737 762,249 185,644 3,256,401

Never 4,343,396 1,262,642 2,626,940 538,695 8,771,573

All attendance 28,277,570 5,641,868 12,406,940 2,557,161 48,882,646

      

      

Religious  Total Percents    

Attendance  Family Structure    

      

Child attends: 2 bio/adoptive parents 2 parent stepfamily Single mother Other All family

>Weekly 36.3 5.8 13.7 2.8 58.6

>Monthly 8.8 2.3 4.7 1 16.8

<Monthly 3.9 0.9 1.6 0.4 6.7

Never 8.9 2.6 5.4 1.1 17.9

All attendance 57.8 11.5 25.4 5.2 100

      

      

Religious  Row Percents    

Attendance  Family Structure    

      

Child attends: 2 bio/adoptive parents 2 parent stepfamily Single mother Other All family

>Weekly 61.9 9.9 23.4 4.7 100

>Monthly 52.5 13.6 28 5.9 100

<Monthly 58 12.9 23.4 5.7 100

Never 49.5 14.4 29.9 6.1 100

All attendance 57.8 11.5 25.4 5.2 100

      

      

Religious  Column Percents    

Attendance  Family Structure    

      

Child attends: 2 bio/adoptive parents 2 parent stepfamily Single mother Other All family

>Weekly 62.7 50.4 54.1 52.8 58.6

>Monthly 15.3 19.8 18.6 18.9 16.8

<Monthly 6.7 7.4 6.1 7.3 6.7

Never 15.4 22.4 21.2 21.1 17.9

All attendance 100 100 100 100 100



<MONTHLY/
NEVER >WEEKLY/

MONTHLY

INTACT FAMILY

NON -INTACT FAMILY

5.8M

14.8
M

6.2M

22M

0M

5M

10M

15M

20M

25M

Religious Attendance and Family Structure Combined

N
u

m
b

er
 o

f 
C

h
ild

re
n

 (
in

 M
ill

io
n

s)

Chart A.1: Numbers of Children by Religious Attendance and Family Structure

Source: National Survey of Children's Health (NSCH)

This chart illustrates the numbers of children in the National Survey of
Children’s Health by religious attendance and family structure combined.
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Chart A.2: Percent of Children by Religious Attendance and Family Structure
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Source: National Survey of Children's Health (NSCH)

This chart illustrates the percent of children in the National Survey of
Children’s Health by religious attendance and family structure combined.



Chart A.3: Family Structure within Frequency of Religious Attendance
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This chart illustrates the family structure of children within each
frequency of religious attendance in the National Survey of Children’s
Health.
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Chart A.4: Frequency of Religious Attendance within Family Structure
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This chart illustrates the frequency of religious attendance of children
within each family structure in the National Survey of Children’s Health.
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Table B: States Ranked According to Percent of Children Living with Both Biological
Parents or Two Adoptive Parents, 2003

Source: National Survey of Children’s Health (NSCH)

Rank Order State % of 6-17 year olds

1 ND 69

2 UT 68.6

3 IA 67.6

4 NJ 67.5

5 NH 66

6 MN 65.8

7 SD 65

8 ID 64.3

9 CT 64.1

10 MA 63.6

11 NE 63.5

12 WI 62.8

13 VT 62.5

14 WY 62.2

15 CO 62

16 KS 61.9

17 HI 60.9

18 IL 60.8

19 CA 60.5

20 OR 60.3

21 WA 60.2

22 PA 59.8

23 MT 59.5

24 ME 59.4

25 MD 58.6

26 OH 58.2

27 VA 58.2

28 NY 57.6 National % =57.8

29 RI 57.6

30 AK 57.5

31 MI 57.2

32 NM 57

33 WV 57

34 IN 56.8

35 DE 56.2

36 KY 56

37 TX 55.8

38 MO 55.7

39 AZ 54.8

40 NC 54.4

41 NV 53.9

42 GA 53.2

43 TN 52

44 SC 51.7

45 FL 51.3

46 OK 51.2

47 LA 47.7

48 AL 47.6

49 AR 47

50 MS 46.9



Table C: States Ranked According to Percent of Children
Attending Religious Services Weekly to Monthly, 2003

Source: National Survey of Children’s Health (NSCH)

Rank Order State % of 6-17 year olds

1 MS 91.7

2 LA 90.2

3 AL 89.6

4 SC 88

5 AR 86.5

6 TN 86.4

7 NC 85.5

8 OK 85.1

9 ND 84.9

10 GA 84

11 UT 82.2

12 SD 82

13 TX 81.3

14 KY 81.2

15 NE 81.2

16 IA 79.6

17 KS 78.7

18 IL 77.9

19 MN 77.2

20 WV 77.2

21 IN 77

22 VA 76.6

23 MO 76.5

24 MD 76

25 WI 75 National % = 75.4

26 OH 74.6

27 PA 74.6

28 FL 74.3

29 NM 74.3

30 MI 73.7

31 ID 72.6

32 NJ 72.4

33 DE 72.3

34 WY 70.5

35 CA 70.4

36 NY 70.2

37 CT 69.9

38 MT 69.9

39 HI 68.1

40 AZ 67.7

41 CO 67.3

42 RI 67.3

43 OR 65.5

44 WA 64.2

45 AK 63.9

46 NV 60.1

47 MA 58.5

48 ME 50.8

49 NH 50.8

50 VT 45



Alphabetical Listing by State of Religious Attendance and Family Intactness, 2003

Source: National Survey of Children’s Health (NSCH)

Religious Intact

Attendance Family

State

[Weekly  to
Monthly: % of   
6-17 year olds]

[% of 6-17
year olds]

AL 89.5 47.6

AK 63.9 57.5

AZ 67.7 54.8

AR 83.8 47

CA 70.4 60.5

CO 67.3 62

CT 69.9 64.1

DE 72.3 56.2

FL 74.3 51.3

GA 84 53.2

HI 68.1 60.9

ID 72.6 64.3

IL 77.9 60.8

IN 77 56.8

IA 79.6 67.6

KS 78.7 61.9

KY 81.2 56

LA 90.2 47.7

ME 58.5 59.4

MD 76 58.6

MA 58.5 63.6

MI 73.7 57.2

MN 77.2 65.8

MS 91.7 46.9

MO 76.5 55.7

MT 69.9 59.5

NE 81.2 63.5

NV 60.1 53.9

NH 50.8 66

NJ 72.4 67.5

NM 74.3 57

NY 70.2 57.6

NC 85.5 54.4

ND 84.9 69

OH 74.6 58.2

OK 85.1 51.2

OR 65.5 60.3

PA 74.6 59.8

RI 67.3 57.6

SC 88 51.7

SD 82 65

TN 86.4 52

TX 81.3 55.8

UT 82.2 68.6

VT 45 62.5

VA 76.6 58.2

WA 64.2 57

WV 77.2 57

WI 75 62.8

WY 70.5 62.2
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Dr. Nicholas Zill is a Washington-based psychologist and expert on trends in child
development and family functioning. Until his recent retirement, he was a Vice President and
Study Area Director at the social science research corporation, Westat. He has helped to
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Administration of Children and Families (ACF) of the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services. This involved designing and field testing one-on-one child assessments and
developing a computer-based reporting system, and supporting the nationwide implementation
of the system, which included large-scale training of local program staff, compiling data from
local assessments of more than 400,000 4- and 5-year-old children, data analysis, and
preparation of program-level reports for more than 1,800 Head Start grantees.  Dr. Zill has
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National Household Education Survey for the National Center for Education Statistics; the
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Longitudinal Survey of Youth (NLSY) for the National Institute of Child Health and Human
Development; and the National Survey of Children for the Foundation for Child Development
and the National Institute of Mental Health.

Dr. Zill is the author or co-author of a number of widely cited journal articles and book
chapters on the health status and school readiness of American children, adolescent time use,
and the development and well-being of children from divorced families, stepfamilies, adoptive
families, and welfare families. He has given invited expert testimony on these topics before
several committees of the U.S. House of Representatives and the U.S. Senate.  He was a
participant in the 2001 White House Summit on Early Childhood Cognitive Development.  He
helped the Select Committee on Children, Youth, and Families of the U.S. House of
Representatives to design and produce three editions of the Committee's report, U.S. children
and their families:  Current conditions and recent trends.  He was a member of the National
Committee on Vital and Health Statistics, an advisory committee to the National Center for
Health Statistics, and is a past president of the Council of Professional Associations on
Federal Statistics (COPAFS). He was a member of the Technical Planning Group on School
Readiness for the National Education Goals Panel, and developed a child health index that the
Goals Panel reported annually for each state and the nation as a whole.

Before coming to Westat, Dr. Zill was the founder and for 13 years the Executive Director of
Child Trends, a non-profit research organization that is known for its work on childhood social
indicators and teen childbearing.
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